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PRESS RELEASE

On November 13th, 2001, at 6:00 pm, in the exhibition spaces of Velan, we will unveil the solo exhibition of

COSIMO DI LEO RICATTO

SUSPENDED
Using both oil painting on small canvases and cut-outs of felt, as well as of colorful neoprene, the artist has selected and translated the familiar speech bubbles used in comics strips.  Since 1999 he has in fact worked in this medium as a result of a research about the meaning of the language of communication through painting.

Looking at the artist’s works we find ourselves in front of fragments of sentences as if they were stolen from a conversation.  The Suspended give the viewer the feeling of being heard by chance.  The words are “suspended” in space: no one is speaking them, they don’t belong to anyone.  They are not, however, normal conversations: all the fragments have been extrapolated from texts of some of the most important art world theorists and critics (Roussel, Duchamp and Cage).  The fragments have then been combined by the artist to create new meanings using a pop-imagery.  They occupy a real space on real walls, as paintings, in a gallery filled with speech bubbles which become a comic of a comic.

Cosimo di Leo Ricatto, born in Catania, Sicily, lives and works in New York.  He has shown in several public exhibition spaces as well as commercial galleries such as the Museum Ken Damy in Brescia, the Venice Biennale, the Milan Triennale, the Artists’ Museum in Lodz, the Sandra Gering Gallery in New York and Gallery Seno in Milan. 

The exhibition is curated by Ombretta Agrò.

Sponsored by: REGIONE PIEMONTE, TNT Global express, NIKON Italia, YASHICA Italia, RAS Insurance – Pinerolo.

The exhibition will be on view from November 13th to December 15th, 2001 with the following schedule: Tuesday to Friday, 4:00 – 7:00PM.  Monday and Saturday by appointment.

Catalogue available upon request.

